HAVING A CLEAR GOD GIVEN VISION FOR OUR LIFE
(Living for the Kingdom Cause)

INTRODUCTION:
· God has a unique plan and purpose for every believer’s life which commences the moment they come to Christ

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

King David wrote,
“For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb.  I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvellous are Your works, And that my soul knows very well. 

My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth (that is your mother’s womb). Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of them.

How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is the sum of them! If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand; When I awake, I am still with You.” (Psalm 139:13-18)
· It is only in doing the will of God for our life that we will experience ongoing purpose and fulfillment in our life
· Jesus Himself said,

“My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.” (John 4:34)
· What energized and sustained Jesus was to do the will of His Father and to finish His work as He ministered in the power of the Holy Spirit
· God has a good plan for our life that will truly give us great purpose and meaning in life. Jesus said I have come that they may have life and that they may have it more abundantly

· It is only in following God’s plan for our life that we will bear much eternal fruit in our life
· We all have one gift of life in this body to store up treasures for eternity. 
· Jesus Himself emphasized the importance of living continually with eternity in mind

· Jesus said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

· We have one gift of life in this body to make a great impact in this world for eternity
· HOWEVER AS BELIEVERS WE ARE IN A CONTINUAL SPIRITUAL CONTEST IN WHICH THE ENEMY OF OUR SOUL (THE DEVIL) WILL TRY AND DISTRACT AND DISCOURAGE US FROM FULFILLING OUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY – The “good works which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in”

The Apostle Peter wrote,

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
· Every Believer has been uniquely gifted and can make a great difference in this world for eternity

· When we wholeheartedly live for the LORD and His Kingdom cause by pursuing His plan and purpose for our life we will:

i) Be a great blessing to others

ii) See our lives bearing much eternal fruit as we use our time wisely
iii) Continually see God meeting our every need in life

iv) Experience great purpose and meaning in life

v) Help to populate heaven

vi) See God’s exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask of think plan for our life unfolding, and

vii) We will know the peace and joy that comes from being in the centre of God’s will for our life

SO WHY IS IT SO IMPORTANT THAT WE HAVE A CLEAR GOD GIVEN VISION AND FOCUS FOR OUR LIFE AND A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT GOD HAS CALLED US TO DO IN LIFE?
1) IT HELPS US TO HAVE A CLEAR FOCUS IN LIFE 
(That we continually live with eternity in mind)
· We have one life to store up treasures for eternity.  
· Having a clear God given vision for our life helps us to make the most out of our life. 
· Having a clear vision for our life helps us to number our days and to make the most of every God given opportunity to see His Kingdom advanced and helps us to live fruitful lives.
· The Apostle Paul wrote, 
“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”          (Ephesians 5:15-17)
· Each day once lived can never be regained. Each day of our life is a gift from God.
· Knowing and following God’s will for our life, enables us to make the most of every day of our life here on earth AND TO BE DILIGENT IN THE USE OF OUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS AND TALENTS.
The Lord said to the Prophet Habakkuk, “Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it.”  (Habakkuk 2:2a)
· IT IS SO IMPORTANT THAT WE CONTINUALLY JOURNAL WHAT GOD PUTS ON OUR HEART TO DO FOR HIM
· This helps us to stay on track with what God has told us to do when the enemy is trying to bring confusion to our mind

· Having a clear God given vision for our life helps us to be focused and fruitful in our walk with the Lord

2) WE ARE BETTER ABLE TO MAKE RIGHT CHOICES IN LIFE
· Our future is determined by the choices that we make today.
· Having a clear God given vision for our life helps us to make wise choices in life each day.  
· We cannot change our past but we can make wise choices in the future. 
· Having a clear Kingdom focus and vision for our life helps us to be disciplined when we face temptations and trials.
In the book of Proverbs we read, “Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; But happy is he who keeps the law.” (Proverbs 29:18)

In the Old King James Version we read, “Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.” (Proverbs 29:18)  
· When we have a clear God given vision and focus for our life, we will be more disciplined and better able to make right choices in life to help us to see all that God has planned for our life come to pass
· Having a clear vision for our life helps us to keep persevering in our walk with the Lord and to continually make right choices that are in line with God’s will for our life
· The Apostle Paul wrote, “Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.”  (Philippians 3:12) 
3) WE CAN PRAYERFULLY MAKE PLANS TO SEE THE VISION COME TO PASS 
· With a clear vision for our life we can PRAYERFULLY make plans to see the vision come to pass

· Faith without works is dead. 

· When God gives us a vision for our life we need to then seek Him on a continual basis for His wisdom and direction so that we can see it come to pass

· God’s plan for our life continually unfolds over time

· Right throughout my own Christian walk I have had to make key decisions in relation to God’s will for my life. Decisions such as leaving my secure Public Service job in 1992 after 10 years of service to pursue God’s leading and direction for my life as a new believer as He prepared me for ministry. Decisions to leave Melbourne with my wife to come to Sydney by faith to start a new work at Kings Cross in 2006. To start an overseas missions program in 2007 and many other major decisions that were in line with God’s will and vision for my life

· In the book of Proverbs we read, “The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD and He delights in his way.” (Psalm 37:23)

· With a clear vision for our life we can prayerfully commit our plans to the Lord to seek His wisdom and guidance to ensure that all of our choices and decisions are in line with His unfolding plan for our life 
· As we continually commit our plans to the Lord He will guide and direct our every step in life.
· When we have a clear God given vision for our life it will affect the way that we live our life

· With a clear vision and understanding of God’s will for our life we will prayerfully seek the Lord in relation to:
i) What we do in life, 
ii) How we spend our time, 
iii) How we use our resources

iv) What careers and training courses we do, and

v) What ministry we do

· Knowing the will of God for our life and having a clear vision and focus for our life helps us to make right choices in life so that God’s plan for our life continually unfolds
· As we are faithful in the little things God begins to enlarge His vision for our life. 
· Having a clear God given vision for our life helps us to prayerfully make plans and to take steps of action to see the vision come to pass.
· In the book of Proverbs we read, 
“The plans of the diligent lead surely to plenty, but those of everyone who is hasty, surely to poverty.”  (Proverbs 21:5) and
“Commit your works to the Lord, and your thoughts will be established.”  (Proverbs 16:3)
4) GOD HAS A UNIQUE PLAN FOR EVERY BELIEVER’S LIFE 
It is ONLY God’s plan and purpose for our life that will truly give us great purpose and meaning in a world which is now looking for answers. 
Jesus said,
“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)

No matter where you may be today, or no matter how many mistakes that you may have made in life, God has a hope and future for your life – A plan full of purpose and meaning

In the book of Jeremiah we read,

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  (Jeremiah 29:11)
As believers we must continually maintain a close and intimate walk with the Lord, so as to ensure that we stay on course with what God has planned for our life – So that we know the unfolding will of God for our life – WHAT HE HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE.
Given the times that we are now living in, it is imperative that every believer knows the will of God for their life.
Jesus Himself warned that in the last days many would be offended and betray one another and because of lawlessness, the love of many would grow cold. (Matthew 24:10 & 13) 
HAVING A CLEAR GOD GIVEN VISION FOR OUR LIFE HELPS US TO STAY FOCUSED ON THE THINGS OF THE KINGDOM SO THAT WE FULFIL OUR GOD GIVEN POTENTIAL IN CHRIST AND WHAT GOD HAS UNIQUELY CALLED US TO DO IN LIFE
God’s unique plan for every believer’s life is full of purpose and meaning, but not exempt from problems.
Maintaining an intimate walk with the Lord is crucial in the times that we are living in and is the key to continually knowing the will of God for our life.
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

God has placed every believer in the Body of Christ as He has chosen with an important part to play

It is as we flow in our gifts and callings that our lives make a great impact in this world for eternity and that we help others TO ALSO FULFIL THEIR GOD GIVEN POTENTIAL
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.” (Romans 12:4-5)
“Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: If prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. (Romans 12:6-8)
WE ALL HAVE AN IMPORTANT PART TO PLAY IN THE BODY OF CHRIST

WE ALL NEED ONE ANOTHER IN THE BODY OF CHRIST

The Apostle Paul also wrote,

“from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself IN LOVE.” (Ephesians 4:16)
As we all work together in unity with other believers and as all churches look to encourage and support one another, we have the potential as believers to see our communities greatly impacted and transformed by the love of Christ
5) GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE IS FAR GREATER THAN WHAT WE COULD EVER IMAGINE 
God is never limited by our ability but only by our availability. 
If we wholeheartedly follow God’s plan for our life we will see Him performing great things in and through our life. 
God’s strength is made perfect in our weakness and He empowers us to do great tasks for His glory. 
He is also able to redeem our lives from the deepest of pits and to turn around our circumstances in life for our good.

Jesus said, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23)

In the book of Isaiah we read, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Ephesians 3:20)
KNOWING THE WILL OF GOD FOR OUR LIFE AND HAVING A CLEAR GOD GIVEN VISION FOR OUR LIFE HELPS US TO FULLY EMBRACE ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE   
6) IF WE CONTINUALLY TRUST THE LORD AND COMMIT OUR PLANS TO HIM HE WILL DIRECT OUR STEPS IN LIFE
If we continually commit our plans to the Lord on a daily basis and trust Him in every area of our life, He will guide and direct our steps in life. As we seek the Lord with all our heart He will always make known His will for our life and birth things in our heart to do for His glory – The good works which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them
If we continually acknowledge the Lord in all that we do in life, we can be assured that all that He has planned and destined for our life will come to pass and that our life will bear much fruit. God’s desire is that our lives would bear much fruit.  Jesus Himself said,
“You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.” (John 15:16)

God knows the plans that He has for each of our lives. His ways are far higher than our ways. In the book of Jeremiah we read the words of the LORD to those from the tribe of Judah, who had been carried away captive from Jerusalem to Babylon because of their sin and disobedience; “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:11-13)

GOD IS CALLING EVERY BELIEVER TO HAVE A CLOSER WALK WITH HIM, SO THAT ALL THAT HE HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE CAN BE ESTABLISHED. AS WE MAINTAIN A WALK OF INTIMACY WITH THE LORD AND AS WE SIMPLY TRUST THE LORD IN EVERY AREA OF OUR LIFE, WE WILL SEE OUR LIVES BEARING MUCH FRUIT

How important it is that we always remain close to the Lord and that we are continually prepared for His return, especially given the times that we are now living in. Times when we can now see the imminent return of the Lord

No matter what has happened in the past the bible makes it clear that with God we have a future and a hope

As we draw near to God and seek His face He promises to listen to us and to reveal His plans and ways for our life
It is out of this place of intimacy with the LORD that God’s plans for our life are established and come to fruition. 
The word of the Lord came to the Prophet Jeremiah in prison, “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)
As we draw aside on regular basis to seek God for His will and plan for our life, He will continually make known His ways to us. We must regularly MAKE TIME to spend with the Lord to seek His guidance and direction so that we continually remain in the centre of God’s will for our life 
As we learn to simply follow His blueprint and vision for our life in each season of our life, WE CAN BE ASSURED THAT ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE WILL COME TO PASS 
In the book of Proverbs we read, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)
In the book of Psalms we read, “Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.”  (Psalm 37:3-5)
If we have need of wisdom and direction in life we can ask God and He will always give us the direction that we need in life. In the book of James we read,
“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.”(James 1:5)
If we continually put our trust in the Lord and commit to His plan and purpose for our life, we will continually experience God’s favour and blessings in our life, even during times of economic recession

In the book of Jeremiah we read,

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.” (Jeremiah 17:7-8) 

7) WHEN WE PUT JESUS CHRIST FIRST IN OUR LIFE HE PROMISES TO MEET OUR EVERY NEED IN LIFE      
As we seek and follow God’s plan for our life we can be assured that all that we need in life shall be added to us
Jesus Himself said, “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?” 

So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:25-33)
When we continually put the Lord first place in our life and remain committed to wholeheartedly following God’s Kingdom plan for our life, we can always be assured that all that we need in life shall be added to us. The Apostle Paul also wrote,

“And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4:19)

SO IN CONCLUSION JUST BELIEVE THAT YOUR LIFE CAN MAKE A GREAT DIFFERENCE IN THIS WORLD FOR ETERNITY – Not by might nor by power but by His Spirit  
